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Objectives  of  the  Course 

Social  Studies  33  is  a course  designed  to  prepare  students  to  be 
responsible  citizens  in  a democratic  nation.  To  achieve  this 
objective,  the  course  requires  students  to  develop  critical  thinking 
skills,  information  processing  skills,  and  communication  skills. 

The  specific  learner  objectives  for  Social  Studies  13-23-33  are 
outlined  in  the  Program  of  Studies.  Alberta  Learning  has  made 
minor  revisions  to  the  current  Program  of  Studies  for  Social  Studies. 
As  the  proposed  implementation  for  the  new  Alberta  Senior  High 
Social  Studies  Program  of  Studies  will  range  from  2004  to  2007,  it 
was  apparent  that  some  minor  revisions  were  necessary  to  respond 
to  the  need  for  accuracy  and  timeliness  in  the  current  programs. 
These  minor  changes  to  the  current  Program  of  Studies  will  not 
affect  presently  authorized  teaching  and  student  resources,  or  the 
Grade  12  diploma  examinations. 

Social  Studies  33  students  are  expected  to  develop 

• a knowledge  and  understanding  of  the  important  characteristics 
and  historical  developments  of  the  major  political  and  economic 
systems  in  the  world 

• a knowledge  and  understanding  of  major  historical  events  of  the 
twentieth  century  and  their  impact  on  contemporary  global 
interaction 

• a knowledge  of  important  current  affairs,  especially  those  related 
to  the  knowledge  objectives  of  Social  Studies  33 

• process  skills  that  enable  them  to  acquire,  evaluate,  and  apply 
information 

• communication  skills  that  enable  them  to  effectively  communicate 
ideas  and  information  in  oral,  written,  and  visual  communication 
forms 

• participation  skills  that  enable  them  to  work  effectively  both 
individually  and  cooperatively 

• inquiry  strategies  that  enable  them  to  combine  various  skills  in 
order  to  answer  questions,  solve  problems,  and  make  decisions 
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Performance  Expectations 

Acceptable  Standard  Students  who  meet  the  acceptable  standard  in  Social  Studies  33 

receive  a final  course  mark  of  50%  or  higher.  Students  achieving  at  or 
near  50%  recall,  locate,  and  organize  information  as  necessary  to 
complete  clearly  defined  tasks.  They  describe  and  explain  acquired 
information  and  apply  it  to  relevant  situations  within  a social  studies 
context. 

These  students  express  themselves  in  concrete  terms,  demonstrating  an 
adequate  command  of  the  conventions  of  language.  They  recognize 
and  identify  the  significance  of  important  historical  figures  and  events, 
and  understand  basic  terms  and  concepts  such  as  dictatorship, 
individualism,  collective  security,  and  interdependence. 

They  also  demonstrate  fundamental  social  studies  skills  such  as 
interpreting  information  from  uncomplicated  data  sources.  They  state 
and  explain  an  idea,  provide  an  interpretation,  or  offer  a response  to  a 
question  or  task.  These  students  accomplish  complex  tasks  with 
assistance,  such  as  teacher  guidance  or  peer  conferences,  or  with  time 
to  revise  previous  work.  Students  achieving  the  acceptable  standard 
interact  with  others  and  consider  viewpoints  other  than  their  own. 

Standard  of  Excellence  Students  who  meet  the  standard  of  excellence  in  Social  Studies  33 

receive  a final  course  mark  of  80%  or  higher.  These  students 
demonstrate  independent  thinking.  They  show  perceptive 
understanding  and  application  of  social  studies  content.  They  relate 
abstract  social  studies  concepts  such  as  ideology,  scarcity,  self- 
determination,  and  deterrence  to  historical  and  contemporary  national 
and  international  affairs.  They  recognize  the  complexities  in  economic, 
societal,  and  political  systems. 

These  students  thoughtfully  examine  and  assess  a range  of  viewpoints 
before  they  form  an  opinion.  They  distinguish  between  facts  and 
opinions,  detect  bias  in  information,  and  distinguish  between  what  is 
relevant  and  irrelevant.  When  faced  with  a question  or  issue,  students 
achieving  the  standard  of  excellence  examine  evidence  and  consider 
alternatives  before  they  make  a decision. 

Students  achieving  the  standard  of  excellence  confidently  express  ideas 
clearly  and  coherently.  When  offering  ideas,  they  effectively  use  facts 
and  appropriate  information  sources  to  provide  explanations.  These 
students  demonstrate  appreciation  of  a range  of  perspectives  and 
solutions  to  issues  and  problems,  and  are  tolerant  and  respectful  of  the 
rights  of  others. 
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Blueprint 


The  Social  Studies  33  diploma  examination  is  based  on  the  Senior 
High  Program  of  Studies  for  Social  Studies  33.  The  examination 
requires  knowledge  and  application  of  generalizations  and  key 
understandings,  concepts,  and  related  facts  and  content  from  Topics 
A and  B as  specified  in  the  Program  of  Studies. 

The  blueprint  on  the  following  page  outlines  the  design  for  the 
examination.  It  also  describes  the  categories  in  which  summary  data 
will  be  reported  to  school  jurisdictions  and  high  schools,  and  the 
percentage  that  each  portion  of  the  examination  contributes  to  the 
total  examination  mark.  This  information  is  presented  in  detail  in  the 
Examination  Manager’s  Report,  which  is  distributed  following  the 
January  and  June  examination  administrations. 

It  is  important  to  note  that  the  designations  Topic  A and  Topic  B 
do  not  imply  the  order  in  which  the  examination  will  be 
organized.  An  examination  may  begin  with  either  Topic  A or 
Topic  B questions  and  writing  assignments. 
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Blueprint 

Social  Studies  33  Diploma  Examination 


Classification  by  Topic* 
& Proportion  of  Total 
Examination  Mark 

Classification  by  Question  Type  and 
Reporting  Category  (Scoring  Criteria) 

Topic  A 
Political  and 
Economic  Systems 

Topic  B 

Global  Interaction 
in  the 

20th  Century 

Proportion  of 
Total 

Examination 

Mark 

Multiple-Choice  Questions 

Understanding  Information  and  Ideas 

These  questions  require  students  to  demonstrate 
their  knowledge  and  comprehension  of 
generalizations,  key  concepts,  and  related  facts  and 
content. 

15% 

15% 

Interpreting  Information  and  Ideas 

These  questions  require  students  to  use  their 
understanding  of  social  studies  to  analyze  and 
interpret  information  and  ideas. 

10% 

10% 

60% 

Applying  Information  and  Ideas 

These  questions  require  students  to  demonstrate 
their  understanding  of  social  studies  by  applying 
information  and  ideas. 

5% 

5% 

Writing  Assignments 

There  are  four  equally  weighted  writing 
assignments.  Each  is  conceptually  related  to  the 
preceding  group  of  multiple-choice  questions  and 
requires  students  to 

Ideas  and  Support 

• explain  and  support,  with  specific  relevant 
examples,  their  ideas  in  relation  to  the  task 

15% 

(2  Assignments) 

15% 

(2  Assignments) 

40% 

Communication  of  Ideas 

• communicate  their  ideas  effectively,  clearly,  and 
coherently 

5% 

5% 

Proportion  of  Total  Examination  Mark 

50% 

50% 

100% 

* For  a detailed  description  of  the  topics  studied  in  Social  Studies  33  refer  to  the  Program  of  Studies  (updated  2000) 
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Sample  Instruction  Page 


Social  Studies  33 

Grade  12  Diploma  Examination 

Description 

This  examination  consists  of 

• 60  multiple-choice  questions,  worth  60%  of 
the  total  mark 

• 4 writing  assignments,  each  worth 

10  marks,  for  a total  of  40%  of  the  exam  mark 

Time:  This  examination  was  developed  to  be 
completed  in  2 Vi  hours;  however,  you  may  take 
an  additional  Vi  hour  to  complete  the 
examination. 

Budget  your  time  carefully. 

Instructions 
Multiple  Choice 

• On  the  answer  sheet  provided,  use  only  an  HB 
pencil  to  mark  the  correct  or  best  answer  for 
each  question.  Fill  in  the  circle  that  corresponds 
to  your  answer.  For  example: 

The  currency  used  in  Canada  is  the 

A.  peso 

B.  mark 

C.  pound 

D.  dollar 

Answer  Sheet 

® ® © • 

• Mark  only  one  answer  for  each  question. 

• If  you  change  an  answer,  erase  your  first  answer 
completely. 


Writing  Assignments 

• Space  is  provided  in  this  booklet  for  planning 
and  for  your  written  work. 

• Use  blue  or  black  ink  for  your  written  work. 

Recommendation:  The  multiple-choice 
questions  and  source  material  that  precede  each 
writing  assignment  may  assist  you  in  composing 
your  written  work.  Read  each  writing  assignment 
before  you  complete  the  related  questions. 

Evaluation:  Your  writing  assignments  will  be 
evaluated  for 

• Ideas  and  Support 

• Communication  of  Ideas 

Additional  Instructions  for  Students 
Using  Word  Processors 

• Format  your  work  using  an  easy-to-read 
12-point  or  larger  font  such  as  Times. 

• Double-space  your  final  copy. 

• Staple  your  final  printed  work  to  the  page 
indicated  for  word-processed  work  for  each 
section.  Hand  in  all  work. 

• Indicate  in  the  space  provided  on  the  back 
cover  that  you  have  attached  word-processed 
pages. 


• Answer  all  questions. 

Do  not  write  your  name  anywhere  in  this  booklet. 

Feel  free  to  make  corrections  and  revisions  directly  on  your  written  work. 
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Multiple-Choice  Questions 


Description 

The  multiple-choice  questions  in  the  examination  are  based  on  the 
generalizations,  key  understandings,  concepts,  and  related  facts  from 
the  Social  Studies  33  Program  of  Studies. 

These  questions  require  students  to  recall  information  and  then  to 
apply  knowledge  and  thinking  skills.  Students  must  demonstrate  that 
they  understand  social  studies  concepts;  that  they  understand 
historical,  political,  and  economic  relationships;  and  that  they  can 
interpret  and  evaluate  social  studies  information  and  ideas.  Most  of 
the  questions  require  both  recall  of  knowledge  and  application  of 
process  skills;  some  questions  are  relatively  straightforward  and 
others  are  more  complex.  The  knowledge  and  skill  required  to 
answer  each  question  and  the  level  of  difficulty  of  each  question 
varies. 

Each  multiple-choice  question  has  a value  of  one  mark,  for  a total  of 
60  marks.  Each  question  is  classified  in  two  ways:  according  to  the 
curricular  content  area  (topic)  being  tested  and  according  to  the 
knowledge  and  skills  required  to  answer  the  question. 

Samples  of  field-tested  multiple-choice  questions  are  included  on 
pages  7 to  11.  Following  each  question  is  a summary  indicating  the 
curricular  emphasis,  keyed  response,  the  percentage  of  students  from 
field  testing  who  chose  the  keyed  response,  and  comments. 
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Sample  Questions 


1.  To  offer  people  total  freedom  without  any  government  restrictions  would  lead  to  disorder  and 

anarchy. 

This  opinion  supports  the  idea  that  most  people 

A.  do  not  wish  to  live  in  a completely  free  society 
*B.  require  some  outside  control  over  their  actions 

C.  need  to  be  strictly  controlled  by  the  state  at  all  times 

D.  can  be  trusted  to  behave  in  a civilized  manner  most  of  the  time 

Topic:  A 

Comments 

Theme:  Political  Systems 

Question  1 requires  students  to  demonstrate 

Concept:  Human  Rights 

an  understanding  of  the  underlying 

**  Difficulty:  64% 

assumption  expressed  in  the  italicized  statement. 

* Keyed  response 

**The  “difficulty”  is  the  percentage  of  students  who  selected  the  keyed  response. 


2.  In  most  democracies,  legal  protection  of  civil  liberties  serves  to 

A. 

ensure  long-term  political  stability 

B. 

preserve  the  power  of  the  ruling  elite 

C. 

provide  citizens  with  complete  freedom 

*D. 

guarantee  individual  rights  and  freedoms 

Topic:  A 

Comments 

Theme:  Political  Systems 

Question  2 requires  students  to  demonstrate 

Concept:  Democracy 

knowledge  of  an  essential  feature  of 

Difficulty:  79% 

democratic  government — the  preservation  of 

civil  liberties. 

7 


Sample  Questions  (continued) 


Use  the  following  headlines  to  answer  questions  3 and  4. 


3.  Which  newspaper  headline  presents  a cause  of  the  other  three? 

A. 

The  Daily 

B. 

The  Times 

*C. 

The  Leader 

D. 

The  Enquirer 

Topic:  A 

Comments 

Theme:  Economic  Systems 

Question  3 requires  students  to  recognize  a 

Concept:  Government  Intervention 

cause  and  effect  relationship.  Students  must 

Difficulty:  82% 

bring  to  this  question  an  understanding  of 

recent  trends  in  government  fiscal  affairs. 
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Sample  Questions  ( continued ) 


4.  The  headlines  in  The  Daily  and  The  Enquirer  represent  attempts  by  political  leaders  to 

A.  raise  revenue  from  taxpayers  and  business 

B.  inspire  consumer  confidence  in  the  economy 
*C.  control  the  deficit  through  spending  reductions 

D.  discourage  business  investment  and  productivity 


Topic: 

A 

Comments 

Theme: 

Economic  Systems 

Question  4 requires  students  to  demonstrate 

Concept: 

Government  Intervention 

an  understanding  of  the  underlying  motive 

Difficulty: 

80% 

for  the  actions  indicated  in  two  of  the  four 
sources. 

5.  Capitalist  systems  are  most  successful  at  providing  people  with 

A. 

income  equality 

*B. 

consumer  choice 

C. 

economic  security 

D. 

economic  stability 

Topic:  A 

Comments 

Theme:  Economic  Systems 

Question  5 requires  students  to  demonstrate 

Concept:  Private  Enterprise 

an  understanding  of  a commonly  perceived 

Difficulty:  42% 

benefit  of  capitalist  economic  systems. 
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Sample  Questions  (continued) 

Use  the  following  time-line  to  answer  question  6. 

Time-line  of  Events  Leading  to  the  Second  World  War 

Germany 

remilitarizes  Germany  unites  Germany  annexes  the 

the  Rhineland  with  Austria  Czech  Sudetenland 

—I I I 

1936  1938  1938  1939 


6.  Which  phrase  correctly  completes  the  time-line? 

A.  Germany  joins  the  Axis  Alliance 
*B.  Germany  invades  Western  Poland 

C.  Germany  quits  the  League  of  Nations 

D.  Germany  attacks  Belgium,  Holland,  and  France 


Topic: 

B 

Comments 

Theme: 

Interaction  Among  Nations 

Question  6 requires  students  to  recall  the 

(1919-1945) 

chronological  order  of  selected  events 

Concept: 

Aggression 

leading  to  the  start  of  the  Second  World 

Difficulty: 

63% 

War. 

7.  The  massive  Canadian  war  effort  between  1939  and  1945  involved  many  women  taking 

important  roles 

*A.  producing  war  materials 

B.  creating  military  strategy 

C.  providing  political  leadership 

D.  conducting  scientific  research 

Topic:  B 

Comments 

Theme:  Interaction  Among  Nations 

Question  7 was  very  easy  for  field-tested 

(1919-1945) 

students.  Students  were  required  to 

Concept:  Total  War 

demonstrate  an  understanding  of  the  role  of 

Difficulty:  91% 

Canadian  women  during  the  Second  World  War. 
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Sample  Questions  (continued) 


Use  the  following  diagram  to  answer  question  8. 


8.  Which  nation  is  indicated  by  the  diagram? 

*A. 

Cuba 

B. 

China 

C. 

Vietnam 

D. 

Germany 

Topic:  B 

Comments 

Theme:  The  Rise  of  the  Superpowers 

Question  8 requires  students  to  use  information 

and  the  Emergence  of  the  United 

from  the  source  to  stimulate  their  recollection  of 

Nations  (1946-1979) 

the  nation  described. 

Concept:  Spheres  of  Influence 

Difficulty:  54% 

9.  Which  two  of  the  following  nations  have  faced  international  economic  sanctions  designed  to  end 
human  rights’  violations? 

A.  Japan  and  Spain 

B.  Kuwait  and  Brazil 

C.  China  and  Mexico 

*D.  South  Africa  and  Haiti 


Topic: 

B 

Comments 

Theme: 

Interactions  in  the 

Question  9 requires  students  to  demonstrate  a 

Contemporary  World 

knowledge  of  contemporary  efforts  to  sanction 

(1975  to  Present) 

nations  that  have  violated  human  rights. 

Concept: 

Human  Rights 

Difficulty: 

59% 
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Suggestions  for  Students 


• Multiple-choice  questions  on  the  Social  Studies  33  examination  are 
developed  to  assess  students’  knowledge  and  thinking  skills. 
Following  are  a few  suggestions  to  help  you  demonstrate  your 
knowledge  and  skills. 

• Be  sure  to  read  any  textual  material  (such  as  quotations,  maps, 
charts,  or  cartoons)  very  carefully  and  think  about  it  before  you 
attempt  any  of  the  multiple-choice  questions  that  follow. 

• When  answering  “best  answer”  questions,  be  sure  to  read  all  four 
alternatives  (A,  B,  C,  and  D)  carefully  before  choosing  the  answer 
that  you  think  is  best.  These  questions  are  designed  to  test  your 
powers  of  judgement.  They  include  in  their  stems  bold-faced 
qualifiers  such  as  best,  most,  mainly,  or  primarily.  Often,  all  the 
alternatives  are  correct  to  some  degree,  but  one  of  them  will  be 
best  because  of  the  context  established  by  the  question;  for 
example,  the  best  answer  is  most  strongly  supported  by  a data 
source. 

• Work  from  partial  knowledge  when  it  is  appropriate  to  do  so.  If  a 
correct  or  best  answer  does  not  become  obvious  to  you 
immediately,  you  may  want  to  eliminate  the  answers  that  seem 
most  wrong  and  then  use  your  powers  of  judgement  to  select  an 
answer  from  those  that  remain. 

• Organize  your  time  so  that  you  can  check  your  answers.  You 
may  find  that  you  have  overlooked  a question  or  that  you  have 
learned  from  the  exam  and  now  know  the  answer  to  a question  you 
left  out  before. 
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Writing  Assignments 

Description 

The  Social  Studies  33  diploma  examination  contains  four  short 
writing  assignments.  The  writing  assignments  are  distributed 
throughout  the  examination.  Each  assignment  is  related  to  the 
preceding  section  of  multiple-choice  questions  to  form  a conceptual 
“package.”  It  is  intended  that  students  complete  writing  assignments 
as  they  proceed  through  the  examination. 

Each  writing  assignment  requires  students  to  express  ideas  related  to 
the  assigned  task,  and  to  explain  and  support  the  ideas  with  specific 
illustrative  examples.  Students  are  encouraged  to  use  the  related 
multiple-choice  questions  and  source  materials  to  provide  a 
stimulus  for  writing;  however,  for  successful  writing,  students 
need  to  expand  and  add  to  this  information. 

Each  assignment  is  worth  10%  of  the  total  examination  mark.  For 
details  see  the  Blueprint  in  this  document. 


Writing  Assignments  I and  II:  Contemporary  Issues 

Two  writing  assignments  on  each  examination  (one  for  Topic  A and 
one  for  Topic  B)  require  students  to  express  and  support  ideas  in 
reference  to  a contemporary  issue.  The  topics  may  focus  on  local, 
regional,  national,  or  international  issues.  A variety  of  stimuli  for 
writing,  such  as  a newspaper  story  or  editorial,  an  opinion  survey,  a 
candidate’s  forum,  or  other  appropriate  written  or  visual  information 
may  be  used.  For  examples,  see  sample  writing  assignments  I and  II. 


Writing  Assignment  III:  Comprehension  of  Generatizations/Concepts 


This  assignment  requires  students  to  use  internalized  knowledge 
together  with  ideas  and  information  gathered  from  related  questions  in 
order  to  demonstrate  their  comprehension  of  a social  studies  concept 
or  generalization.  This  assignment  focuses  on  the  “what,”  “why,”  and 
“how”  of  either  political  and  economic  systems  or  twentieth-century 
history,  and  is  drawn  from  either  Topic  A or  Topic  B.  For  an 
example,  see  Sample  Writing  Assignment  III. 
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Writing  Assignment  IV:  Interpretation  of  Visual  Images 


This  assignment  requires  students  to  respond  to  two  visual  images  by 
discussing  what  ideas  the  images  communicate  regarding  a specific 
area  of  social  studies  content.  The  visuals  used  will  offer  images 
related  to  a common  concept  such  as  economic  wealth,  political 
activism,  or  international  relations.  The  curricular  focus  of  this 
assignment  will  vary  from  examination  to  examination 
to  include  areas  of  study  from  both  Topic  A and  Topic  B.  Visual 
images  may  include  photographs,  propaganda  posters,  cartoons  or 
other  appropriate  sources.  For  an  example,  see  Sample  Writing 
Assignment  IV. 


Please  note 

• On  the  pages  that  follow,  there  are  four  sample  writing 
assignments.  In  Sample  II,  three  multiple-choice  questions  are  also 
included.  Students  can  expect  that  the  examination  they  write  in 
2001  will  have  assignments  similar  to  these. 

• Each  of  the  four  writing  assignments  requires  the  same  amount  of 
time  and  effort. 

• All  four  writing  assignments  are  scored  using  the  same  scoring 
categories  and  descriptors.  See  Scoring  Categories  and  Criteria  for 
2000-2001  in  this  booklet. 

• Instructions  for  students  using  word  processors  are  on  the  Sample 
Instruction  Page. 

• The  policy  for  Writing  Diploma  Examinations  on  Computers  is  in 
the  2000-2001  General  Information  Bulletin. 
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Sample  Writing  Assignments 


Sample  Writing  Assignment  I 
( Contemporary  Issues) 


The  following  opinion  survey  is  provided  to  help 
focus  your  thoughts  on  Writing  Assignment  I on  page  16. 

What  do  you  think  about  government  control? 
Check  the  appropriate  boxes  below. 


1 .  Should  governments  have  the  right  to  censor 
information  available  on  the  Internet? 


2.  Should  people  be  able  to  travel  freely  within 
their  nation? 


3.  Should  nations  have  secret  police  forces  to 
monitor  the  activities  of  their  citizens? 


4.  Should  artists  be  able  to  display  or  perform 
their  work  regardless  of  its  content? 

5.  Should  the  media  be  free  to  report  on  all 
court  proceedings  no  matter  how  sensitive  the 
details? 


6.  Should  governments  control  citizens’  access 
to  weapons? 

7.  Should  people  have  the  right  to  organize 
political  movements  no  matter  what  beliefs 
the  movements  promote? 


YES 

NO 

UNDECIDED 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 
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Sample  Writing  Assignment  I 
( Contemporary  Issues ) 

Suggested  time:  15-20  minutes 


The  opinion  survey  on  page raises  some  important  questions  about  the  relationship 

between  government  control  and  individual  rights.  Citizens  have  a wide  variety  of 
viewpoints  on  this  issue. 

How  much  control  should  a government  have  over  the 
activities  of  citizens? 

Write  a composition  in  which  you 

• identify  and  explain  your  opinion  on  this  issue 

• give  reasons  to  support  your  explanation 


Reminders  for  Writing 

• Remember  that  the  questions  in  Section and  the  survey  on  page  15  may  contain 

information  that  could  help  you  write  your  composition. 

• Plan  your  composition. 

• Organize  your  ideas  and  support. 

• Use  blue  or  black  ink  for  your  written  work. 

• Correct  any  errors  that  you  find  in  your  writing. 


Planning 


16 


Sample  Writing  Assignment  II 
(Contemporary  Issues ) 


Use  the  following  fictitious  newspaper  editorial  to  answer  questions  1 to  3 
and  to  focus  your  thoughts  on  Writing  Assignment  II. 


In  defence  of  Neville  Chamberlain 
and  appeasement 


Many  historians  associate  Neville  Chamberlain 
and  his  use  of  appeasement  with  failure.  It  is  time 
to  rethink  this  judgement.  It  is  time  to  speak  in 
defence  of  appeasement. 

In  the  late  1930s,  when  Hitler  made  territorial 
demands  beyond  Germany’s  borders,  few 
national  leaders  were  willing  to  stand  up  to  his 
demands.  The  role  of  chief  negotiator  fell  to 
Neville  Chamberlain,  the  British  Prime 
Minister. 

The  British  people  had 
witnessed  the  destruc- 
tion caused  by  the  First 
World  War  and  feared 
the  consequences  for 
their  country  and 
Europe  if  another  war 
broke  out.  Chamberlain 
knew  that  Germany  had 
been  treated  harshly  in 
1919,  perhaps  too 
harshly,  and  that  this  treatment  had  caused  great 
resentment,  anger,  and  bitterness  among  the 
German  people.  Chamberlain  was  expected  to 
negotiate  with  the  ultimate  representative  of 
German  hostility — Adolf  Hitler. 

As  Hitler  made  increasing  demands  for  territory, 
Chamberlain,  representing  the  British  people,  felt 
he  had  no  choice  but  to  “appease”  Hitler  to 
prevent  war.  The  only  alternative  seemed  to  be  an 
immediate  confrontation  that  would  lead  to  a war 


that  Germany  appeared  better  prepared  to  fight, 
and  that  most  British  citizens  wanted  to  avoid  at 
all  costs.  Chamberlain  used  his  best  diplomatic 
skills  to  negotiate  and  to  buy  time  for  Britain  to 
rearm  and  prepare  for  war,  but  hoped  that  war 
could  be  avoided.  Unfortunately,  war  was  not 
avoided,  only  delayed  until  Hitler  put  into  effect 
his  plans  for  Nazi  expansion. 

Chamberlain  cannot  be  blamed  for  his  reasonable 
and  honest  diplomatic  attempts.  He  was,  after  all, 
negotiating  with  a dishonest  and  unreasonable 
dictator.  Chamberlain 
was  faithfully 
representing  the  wishes 
of  the  people  who  had 
elected  him.  Perhaps  he 
was  an  idealist  for 
believing  that  peace 
could  best  be 
accomplished  by 
conducting  calm  and 
rational  negotiations, 
but  he  should  not  be  faulted  for  that.  His  efforts 
and  ideals  should  be  applauded,  not  condemned. 

Since  1945,  it  has  become  more  obvious  that 
maintaining  world  peace  requires  the  willingness 
to  compromise.  To  settle  differences,  there  must 
be  give  and  take  between  potential  enemies. 
Appeasement  should  not  be  viewed  as  one  of 
history’s  great  failures.  It  should  be  viewed  once 
again  as  a model  of  diplomacy  that  leaders  and 
nations  can  use  to  stop  aggression  and  avoid  war. 


— Photograph  reprinted  by  permission  of  Tony  Stone  Images 
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Sample  Writing  Assignment  II 
(Contemporary  Issues ),  continued 


1.  The  editor  suggests  that  the  most  important  reason  that  Chamberlain  followed  a policy  of 
appeasement  was  to 

A.  create  a buffer  zone  between  Britain  and  the  Soviet  Union 

B.  avoid  the  devastation  of  a major  international  conflict 

C.  prevent  Germany  from  expanding  its  territory 

D.  satisfy  the  demands  of  Britain’s  allies 

2.  Which  statement  from  the  editorial  best  explains  why  appeasement  failed  to  prevent  the 
Second  World  War? 

A.  . . few  national  leaders  were  willing  to  stand  up  to  his  demands.” 

B.  “The  only  alternative  seemed  to  be  an  immediate  confrontation  . . .” 

C.  “Chamberlain  used  his  best  diplomatic  skills  to  negotiate  . . 

D.  “He  was,  after  all,  negotiating  with  a dishonest  and  unreasonable  dictator.” 

3.  Information  in  the  editorial  suggests  that,  at  the  time,  most  British  citizens  viewed 
appeasement  with 

A.  suspicion,  since  they  believed  Hitler  could  not  be  trusted 

B.  favour,  since  it  offered  the  possibility  of  preserving  peace  in  Europe 

C.  anger,  since  much  of  the  population  wanted  another  war  with  Germany 

D.  indifference,  since  citizens  were  unaware  of  the  negotiations  with  Hitler 
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Sample  Writing  Assignment  II 
( Contemporary  Issues) 


Suggested  time:  15-20  minutes 


The  editor  concludes  that  appeasement  has  been  unfairly  criticized  as  a foreign  policy. 

Do  you  agree  with  the  editor’s  conclusion  that  appeasement  can  be 
an  effective  way  to  “stop  aggression  and  avoid  war”?  Why? 

Write  a letter  to  the  editor  in  which  you 

• identify  and  explain  your  viewpoint  on  the  editor’s  conclusion 

• give  reasons  to  support  your  explanation 


Reminders  for  Writing 

• Remember  that  the  questions  in  Section and  the  editorial  on  page may  contain 

information  that  could  help  you  write  your  composition. 

• Plan  your  composition. 

• Organize  your  ideas  and  support. 

• Letter  format  is  provided  beginning  on  page . 

• Use  blue  or  black  ink  for  your  written  work. 

• Correct  any  errors  that  you  find  in  your  writing. 

• Sign  your  letter  KELLY  LEE. 


Planning 


Sample  Writing  Assignment  III 
( Comprehension  of  Generalizations/ Concepts) 

Suggested  time:  15-20  minutes 


What  efforts  have  nations  made  to 
encourage  international  cooperation? 

Write  a composition  in  which  you 

• identify  and  explain  how  nations  have  encouraged  international  cooperation 

• provide  examples  to  support  your  explanation 


Reminders  for  Writing 

• Remember  that  the  questions  in  Section may  contain  information  that  could  help  you 

write  your  composition. 

• Plan  your  composition. 

• Organize  your  ideas  and  support. 

• Use  blue  or  black  ink  for  your  written  work. 

• Correct  any  errors  that  you  find  in  your  writing. 


Planning 
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Sample  Writing  Assignment  IV 
( Interpretation  of  Visual  Images ) 

Use  the  following  photographs  to  complete  Writing  Assignment  IV  on  page 

Photograph  I 


— Photograph  National  Archives  of  Canada/P A-048656.  “Picnicking  at  ‘Little  Arm,’ 
Velport,  Sask.,  1920”  from  The  Confident  Years:  Canada  in  the  1920s.  Reprinted 

by  permission  of  the  National  Archives. 

Photograph  II 


A Saskatchewan  farm  family  forced  to  abandon  their  land, 
looking  for  a new  farm  near  Edmonton,  1934 


— Photograph  No.  ND3-6742  from  Spotlight  Canada.  © Glenbow  Archives, 
Calgary,  Canada.  Reprinted  by  permission  of  Glenbow  Archives. 
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Sample  Writing  Assignment  IV 
(Interpretation  of  Visual  Images) 

Suggested  time:  15-20  minutes 


The  photos  on  page show  contrast  in  economic  conditions  that  existed  in  Canada 

in  the  1920s  and  the  1930s. 

What  idea(s)  do  the  photographs  communicate  to  you  about 
changing  economic  conditions  in  a capitalist  economy? 

Write  a composition  in  which  you 

• identify  and  explain  the  idea(s)  conveyed  in  the  photographs 

• support  your  explanation  by  referring  to  details  in  the  photographs  and/or  to  your 
understanding  of  social  studies 


Reminders  for  Writing 

• Remember  that  the  questions  in  Section may  contain  information  that  could  help  you 

write  your  composition. 

• Plan  your  composition. 

• Organize  your  ideas  and  support. 

• Use  blue  or  black  ink  for  your  written  work. 

• Correct  any  errors  that  you  find  in  your  writing. 


Planning 
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Scoring  Categories  and  Criteria  for  2000-2001 

Ideas  and  Support  (30%  of  total  examination  mark) 


When  marking  Ideas  and  Support,  the  marker  should  ask  these 
questions: 

• How  thoughtful  are  the  ideas  and  explanations? 

• How  specific,  relevant,  and  accurate  is  the  support? 

• How  well  does  the  student  understand  the  assigned  tasks? 

• Does  the  support  include  relevant  application  of  social  studies 
content? 


Excellent  (E/5)  Ideas  and  explanations  are  thoughtful  and  thorough. 

Support  is  specific,  relevant,  and  accurate.  The 
writer  demonstrates  a confident  and  perceptive 
understanding  of  the  assigned  task  and  social  studies 
content. 

Proficient  (Pf/4)  Ideas  and  explanations  are  appropriate  and 

purposeful.  Support  is  relevant  and  appropriate,  but 
may  contain  some  minor  factual  errors.  The  writer 
demonstrates  a proficient  and  clear  understanding  of 
the  assigned  task  and  social  studies  content. 

Satisfactory  (S/3)  Ideas  and  explanations  are  general  and 

straightforward.  Support  is  relevant,  general,  and/or 
incompletely  developed.  The  support  may  contain 
minor  errors  in  content.  The  writer  demonstrates  an 
acceptable  understanding  of  the  assigned  task  and 
social  studies  content. 


Limited  (L/2) 


Poor  (P/1) 


Insufficient 

(INS) 


Ideas  and/or  explanations  are  limited  and 
overgeneralized  or  redundant,  but  discernible.  The 
support  is  superficial  and  may  not  always  be 
relevant.  The  support  may  contain  significant  errors 
in  content.  The  writer  demonstrates  a limited 
understanding  of  the  assigned  task  and  social  studies 
content. 

Ideas  and/or  explanations  are  minimal  and/or 
tangential.  Support,  if  present,  is  superficial, 
incomplete,  and/or  marginally  relevant.  Errors  in 
content  are  commonplace.  The  writer  demonstrates 
a minimal  understanding  of  the  assigned  task  and 
social  studies  content. 

Insufficient  is  a special  category.  This  is  not  an 
indicator  of  quality.  This  should  be  assigned  to 
papers  that  do  not  contain  a discernible  attempt  to 
address  the  task  presented  in  the  assignment  or  that 
are  too  brief  to  assess  in  either  scoring  category. 
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Scoring  Categories  and  Criteria  for  2000-2001  (continued) 


Communication  of  Ideas  (10%  of  the  total  examination  mark) 


When  marking  Communication  of  Ideas,  the  marker  should 
consider  the 

• organization  and  coherence  of  the  writing 

• correctness  and  appropriateness  of  word  choice 

• correctness  of  the  mechanics  of  writing  (punctuation, 
spelling,  capitalization) 

• correctness  of  sentence  construction  (completeness,  clarity) 

• correctness  of  the  grammar  (agreement  of  subject-verb, 
pronoun-antecedent  agreement,  consistency  of  tense) 

PROPORTION  OF  ERROR  TO  COMPLEXITY  AND  LENGTH  OF 
RESPONSE  MUST  ALSO  BE  CONSIDERED. 


Excellent  (E/5) 


Proficient  (Pf/4) 


Satisfactory  (S/3) 


Limited  (L/2) 


Poor (P/1) 


The  writing  is  fluent  and  effectively  organized. 
Vocabulary  is  precise,  accurate,  and  effective. 
The  writer  demonstrates  confident  control  of 
sentence  construction,  grammar,  and  mechanics. 

The  writing  is  proficiently  organized. 

Vocabulary  is  specific,  accurate,  and 
appropriate.  The  writer  demonstrates  proficient 
control  of  sentence  construction,  grammar,  and 
mechanics. 

The  writing  is  generally  clear  and  functionally 
organized.  Vocabulary  is  clear  and  generally 
accurate,  but  not  specific.  The  writer 
demonstrates  a satisfactory  control  of  sentence 
construction,  grammar,  and  mechanics.  Minor 
errors  do  not  seriously  interfere  with 
communication. 

The  writing  is  uneven  and/or  incomplete.  The 
writing  is  discemibly  organized,  but  the  ordering 
is  inconsistent.  Vocabulary  is  general  and/or 
imprecise  and/or  inappropriate.  The  writer 
demonstrates  a faltering  control  of  sentence 
construction,  grammar,  and  mechanics. 

The  writing  is  unclear  and  disorganized.  The 
selection  and  use  of  vocabulary  is  ineffective 
and  frequently  incorrect.  A lack  of  control  of 
sentence  construction,  grammar,  and  mechanics 
is  demonstrated. 
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Suggestions  for  Students 


Read  the  assignment  carefully 
and  do  what  is  asked  of  you 

Plan  your  writing 


Stay  focused 


Support  your  ideas 


Think  about  your  reader 


Be  careful  when  using  the 
information  contained  in  the 
exam 


During  a number  of  marking  sessions,  we  have  asked  participating 
teachers  to  submit  tips  or  advice  that  they  would  give  to  their 
students  on  completing  the  writing  assignments.  The  following 
points  represent  a summary  of  some  of  the  responses  to  that  request. 

It  is  well  worth  your  time  to  carefully  read  all  the  instructions  and 
information  provided.  By  using  a highlighter  pen  to  emphasize  key 
words,  you  can  focus  clearly  on  the  task  you  must  complete. 

Space  for  planning  is  provided  to  help  you  to  organize  your  work. 
Use  it!  Successful  writers  usually  take  the  time  to  plan  what  they 
will  say  by  using  a variety  of  planning  techniques,  such  as  listing 
ideas  or  drawing  a web  diagram.  Use  the  method  with  which  you 
are  most  comfortable. 

As  you  write,  keep  checking  to  ensure  that  you  remain  focused  on 
the  assigned  task.  Don’t  let  one  idea  lead  you  to  another  that  is  not 
related  to  your  topic. 

The  writing  assignments  require  you  to  present  and  support  ideas. 
The  most  convincing  and  informative  pieces  of  writing  include 
support  (illustrations,  examples,  facts)  for  the  ideas  that  are  being 
presented. 

Your  writing  will  be  marked  by  Social  Studies  33  teachers.  Your 
job  is  to  express  your  ideas  clearly.  You  must  help  your  reader  to 
understand  your  ideas  by  giving  specific  examples  that  are  accurate 
and  related  to  your  topic.  Show  your  reader  why  you  are  thinking 
as  you  are. 

You  are  encouraged  to  use  information  provided  within  the  exam  to 
help  you  complete  your  writing  assignments — but  be  careful. 
Multiple-choice  questions  contain  wrong  as  well  as  right  answers. 

If  you  choose  to  use  information  provided  in  a wrong  answer,  you 
will  weaken  your  writing.  If  you  are  unsure  about  the  correctness  of 
some  information,  it  is  best  to  choose  another  example.  Information 
contained  in  a source  such  as  a quotation,  cartoon,  or  graph  may  be 
a better  choice. 

If  you  do  choose  to  use  information  provided  in  the  exam  remember 
that  it  is  provided  to  help  stimulate  your  response,  not  to  be  your 
response.  A written  response  containing  only  information  from  the 
exam,  strung  together  into  a few  sentences,  is  not  as  good  as  a 
written  response  that  carefully  chooses  information  from  the  exam 
to  add  support  to  well-thought-out  ideas  and  explanations. 
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Reread  your  work 


Make  corrections  to  your 
finished  work 


Use  a pen  for  your  finished 
work 


Writing  assignments 


Try  to  relax 


You  get  marks  for  the  clarity  and  correctness  of  your  writing,  as 
well  as  for  what  you  say.  So,  be  sure  to  take  some  time  to  reread 
your  writing  carefully. 

Don’t  read  what  you  thought  you  meant  to  say.  Read  what  you 
actually  said.  As  you  reread,  ask  yourself  questions  such  as  these: 

• Are  my  ideas  consistent,  or  do  they  contradict  each  other? 

• Did  I support  my  ideas  with  thorough  explanations? 

• Did  I use  examples  that  are  historically  correct  and  relevant  to 
the  topic? 

• Is  my  writing  organized  and  easy  to  follow? 

• Did  I use  correct  spelling,  punctuation  and  grammar? 

• Did  I use  words  correctly? 

• Will  my  reader  understand  why  I have  said  what  I said? 

If  you  think  of  changes  that  will  improve  your  writing,  make  them. 
Don’t  worry  about  crossing  out  a sentence  or  adding  another  word. 
The  markers  understand  the  conditions  that  you  are  writing  under, 
and  they  expect  to  see  corrections  and  revisions  on  your  finished 
work  (as  long  as  they  can  still  make  out  what  you  have  written). 

Use  a blue  or  black  pen,  not  a pencil.  Then,  the  markers  will  be 
able  to  concentrate  on  what  you  said  in  your  written  response, 
instead  of  thinking  about  how  difficult  it  is  to  read. 

Each  writing  assignment  is  worth  10  marks.  You  should  put  an 
equal  effort  into  completing  each  one.  When  you  get  to  the  last 
one,  it  may  be  tempting  to  rush  through  it  and  make  your  escape! 
Resist,  and  give  it  just  as  much  attention  as  all  the  others. 

Having  some  anxiety  when  writing  examinations  is  natural,  but  do 
not  get  too  “stressed-out.”  (Instead  of  last-minute  cramming,  get  a 
good  night’s  sleep.)  Try  to  stay  calm  and  relaxed  as  you  complete 
the  exam.  Concentrate  on  giving  the  exam  your  best  effort. 

It  might  help  to  remember  that  the  exam  markers  are  Social 
Studies  33  teachers  who  understand  what  exam  conditions  are  like 
and  want  to  see  you  do  well. 
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